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Workers' Compensation Requirements Extended to Alberta Farms and Ranches
Portions of the Enhanced Protection for Farm and Ranch Workers Act—more commonly referred to as Bill 6—went into effect on Jan. 1, 2016. Under Bill 6, Alberta farms and ranch operations are now required to obtain Workers’ Compensation Board (WCB) insurance coverage for paid workers. 

WCB insurance coverage for farm and ranch operations became mandatory on Jan. 1, 2016. However, operations have until April 30, 2016, to register with the WCB.

Farms and ranches are not required to acquire WCB coverage for unpaid workers, family members and children; however, they may opt to purchase cover for these individuals. Family exclusions apply in cases where farms and ranches are the following:

· A sole proprietorship where the owner is a family member

· A partnership in which the only shareholding partners are family members

· An incorporated company, where the only shareholders are family members

WCB insurance provides no-fault coverage in the event that a worker is injured on the job. Protection is provided to workers and employers regardless of who caused the work injury. Alberta’s workers' compensation system is funded through the payment of premiums by employers with coverage.
WCB premium rates are determined by the risk and size of an operation. Generally, large operations with many workers pay higher WCB insurance premiums. The WCB has developed industry classifications for farming operations to ensure that businesses with similar operations are grouped together for WCB coverage rates.

The new industry classifications, as well as each industry's premium rate (per $100 of insurable earnings), for 2016 are as follows:

· $1.70 – Agri-tourism farms, greenhouses/market gardens, mushroom producers, bait farms
· $1.75 – Apiaries, fishing/fish or fur farms, goat/sheep producers, hog producers, poultry/egg producers

· $2.25 – Forage and peat moss processing, hay/grain/crop farming, harvesting/baling-custom
· $2.97 – Beef producers, dairy farms, elk/bison producers, feed lots, livestock auctions/stockyards, llama/alpaca producers, riding academies/horse stables
For additional information or to open a WCB account, click here. 



